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My Prayer 
By Mary Helen Sees 


HOUGH greater things I fain would 
do, 
For these I do not ask; 
I seek Thy blessing, Lord, today, 
On this, my humble task. 


As step by step Thou leadest me 
In Thine own loving way, 

Grant me the strength I need, dear Lord, 
To serve Thee day by day. 
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Dealing Directly With God 


Much peace of mind comes from 
looking directly to God for help in all 
the circumstances of life. We may have 
a need for money, or for advice, or for 
health, or for more time, or for the 
solution of a problem that seems so con- 
fused it is hard for us to know how to 
attack it. Our natural tendency is to 
try to find some human, obvious way 
of meeting the need, so we think of 
someone who has so much money that 
he could help us if he would, or of some 
wise person who we think could give us 
counsel, or of a good doctor who might 
cure us, turning the problem over and 
over in our minds to see how we might 
solve it. Now it is true that God often 
does uSe others to help us; He makes 
use of wonderful medical means to heal 
us, and He may want us to exercise our 
reason, ingenuity, and energy to over- 
come difficulties. But is it not true that 
too often we expect deliverance from 
one of the many human means we can 


think of rather than looking to God first 
for His guidance and intervention? There 
is an interesting progression in faith 
in Psalm 62, which may have a needed 
lesson for us. In’‘the first verse David 
declared, “Truly my soul waiteth upon 
God,” thus showing that it was his usual 
habit to expect help from God. The 
marginal reading giving the meaning 
of the Hebrew verb is interesting, and 
the text may be read, “Truly my soul 
is silent unto God.” Then David de- 
clares that God is his rock, his salvation, 
his defense, and he adds, “I shall not 
be greatly moved.” As the Psalm pro- 
gresses he seems more confirmed in his 
belief, and his faith appears to grow 
stronger, for he says, “My soul, wait 
thou only upon God; for my expectation 
is from him”; and he concludes verse 
6 by saying, “I shall not be moved.” 
Note the difference: in verse 2 it is, 
“T shall not be greatly moved,” and in 
verse 6, “I shall not be moved.” Here 


% 


is one of the great principles of the 
Christian life, that of not looking to 
second causes, but rather to God, the 
great First Cause. And we shall not 
be so prone to discouragement and dis- 
appointment when we can say, as David 
did in verse 5, “My expectation is from 
him.” For if we have been brought into 
the family of God through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we know that 
God is our Heavenly Father, then we 
also “know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God” 
(Rom, 8:28), and that God will do that 
which is best for us. He may use hu- 
man means to work out His purposes; 
or He may guide us by the wise counsel 
of another Christian, both to give us 
light and to keep us humble. But let 
us first and always commit the matter 
to God, and obey David’s word in verse 
8, “Trust in him at all times; ye peo- 
ple, pour out your heart before him: 
God is a refuge for us. Selah.” 
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The Peril of Self-Deception 


By the late J. Stuart Holden , 


“The Lord shall judge the people: 
judge me, O Lord” (Psa. 7:8). 


HIS verse comes as the crown of 

all that the psalmist has been medi- 
tating upon. He has been looking 

out upon the world of sin, upon the 
tumults of men, upon the unending con- 
troversy between good and evil, 
the opposition of men to the divine gov- 
ernment. And, in the heat of his spirit, 
as his heart is stirred within him, and as 
a spur is given to his memory by the 
consciousness of that: which he himself 
has suffered, he cries out, “The Lord 
shall judge the people: judge me, O 
Lord.” Such weakness can only merit 
divine judgment; such apostasy from 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Then shall we know, if we fol- 
low on to know the Lord: his go- 
ing forth is prepared as the morn- 
ing” (Hos, 6:3a). 
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God, such ungraciousness toward His 
gifts of love, can only merit the wrath 
which is, surely, awaiting those who 
turn their backs upon Him, and deny 
His government. “The Lord shall judge 
the people.” One can almost hear the 
petulant tones of the psalmist as he 
utters these words. One can almost 
catch the note of vindictive triumph in 
his voice. It is as though he says: “Truth 
seems to be on the scaffold now! Wrong 
seems to be on the throne now! But 
wait awhile—The Lord shall judge the 
people.’” Then, because he is a good 
man, because he is a true man of God, 
he ceases to look at the circumference, 
and begins to look at the center. He 
himself becomes conscious of that of 
which every good man is conscious. 
There follows upon his musing the con- 
viction as to his own state in the sight 
of God. He realizes that it is he him- 
self who chiefly merits the judgment 
of God. “If any man needs to be judged, 
Iam the man. Judge me, O Lord.” And 
as he muses upon his own condition, 








578 (2) * 
the flame of penitence kindles in his 
soul, and he prays, “Judge me, O Lord.” 

We have a parallel case to this in the 
opening chapters of the prophecy of Isaiah. 
As the prophet looks out from his stand- 
point of prophetic vision upon the world 
of his day, he declares his “Woe! Woe!” 
upon every section of the community. 
In the first five chapters of Isaiah how 
frequently does that word of warning 
recur! Then at the opening of the sixth 
chapter, the prophet sees “the Lord ... 
high and lifted up”; he sees Him, not 
merely in His relationship of govern- 
ment to the world, but in His relationship 
of fatherly grace and love toward men. 
And in the light of that vision he sees 
his own uncleanness, and he cries—not, 
“Woe to Jerusalem”; not, “Woe to Sa- 
maria”—but, “Woe is me! for I am un- 
done.” : 

No good man can be blind to all that 
goes on around him, nor can he be in- 
sensible of the moral issues which are 
being decided on every hand. But, most 
important of all, he knows full well 
the secret of his own inner life. The 
tragedy of many a one is that he dis- 
covers that secret, and then locks it 
away from sight, and seeks forever to 
be rid of it. Oh, that we might learn, 
not only to look upon things as they 
are in the world, but upon things as 
they are in our own lives! For if we 
would thus judge ourselves, we have it 
on apostolic testimony that we shall not 
be judged with the world. If we would 
thus judge ourselves, our lives will 
become transparent, and through them 
men will see something of the beauty 
of the Lord, whose name we profess 
and bear. 

“The Lord shall judge the people.” 
These words were spoken in a day when 
the knowledge of God that men had 
was but imperfect and fragmentary. But 
we in this our day know the love of 
God in the full light of Christ’s revela- 
tion of the Father. We cannot make 
the fact of God’s judgment an excuse 
for selfish inactivity in regard to bring- 
ing to bear the power of the Gospel 
upon the chaos around. Our Lord Him- 
self, like the psalmist, looked out upon 
conditions in the world, and He looked 
forward to a judgment; but that did not 
make Him inactive or passive. Indeed 
that was part of the inspiration of His 
redeeming love; the laying down of His 
life, We need today to narrow our views 
of life, in order that we might widen 
our knowledge of ourselves, and of God. 
We need constantly to turn our gaze 
inward lest we fail to pray, as did this 
good man, “Judge me, O Lord”; lest we 
deceive ourselves into thinking that we 
are something when we are nothing. 

There is nothing more disquieting 
than the fact that zeal for truth, in any 
one of its expressions, may be of an 
utterly unspiritual character. A man 
may have a fervent zeal for truth in 
the abstract; he may give mental assent 
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to certain standards of truth, and yet 
in his daily life totally contradict the 
very things which he professes to be- 
lieve. Indeed, there is nothing quite 
so humiliating as the sight of an un- 
spiritual and selfish man. It is that 
which makes religious controversy, 
whether public or private, not only 
utterly abhorrent to the really good 
man, but entirely abhorrent, if we read 
the Word of God rightly, in the sight 
of the Lord Himself. There is the peril 
of utter self-deception which grows un- 
til it becomes a complete destruction. 
It will avail us nothing in that day 
when the work of life is passed under 
review to have stood for those who 
contended for the truth, if, by our lives, 
we have denied that same truth by our 
refusal to submit to its sanctifying in- 
fluences. We shall stand in that day, 
not as we appear before men, but as 
we actually are before God. 

“Judge me, O Lord.” Let us consider 
the inwardness of this prayer, and let 
us think of the methods by which God 
answers it. This is the prayer of a man 
who is conscious that he has himself 
made a personal contribution to the 
moral condition which he deplores in 
the world around him. While he sees 
that things are wrong in the world, he 
does not fail to see also that he has had 
some share of personal responsibility. 
“Tf things are wrong, then I have a share 


in them. I am making some contribu- 
tion, wittingly or unwittingly, to the 
moral condition of the world.” “Judge 


me, O Lord.” This is the cry of a man 
who is conscientious enough to recog- 
nize the moral evil in his own life. This 
is the cry of a man who is serious 
enough to take time for the searching 
of his own soul, whether in the sanc- 
tuary, or in the secret trysting place 
with the Lord of Glory, whose eyes of 
love are as a flame of fire. 

Contrast that state of heart with the 
common attitude of self-excuse regard- 
ing character in its spiritual and moral 
significance which obtains among many 
professing Christians today. They ex- 
cuse themselves—and, oh, the sin of it 
—on the ground of the free grace of God. 
They repeat in church almost parrotlike 
their confessions of sin. As they thus 
come to God in prayer, do they really 
believe that they have wandered from 
God as lost sheep? Is it really the cry 
of a soul lost on the dark mountains far 
from home? There can be no greater 
condemnation for anyone than that of 
unfelt confession of sin, which has no 
depth or reality in it. By frequent 
repetition of such prayers they imagine 
themselves free from the necessity of 
cultivating holiness, without which no 
man can see the Lord. The important 
question that we should each ask our- 
selves is this: “Do we love God enough 
to desire to be really His, manifesting 
His Spirit in our daily lives, doing His 
work, obeying His commands?” For, if 
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so, then we shall get past all these super. 
ficialities of worship, and we shall pray 
constantly, “Judge me, O Lord.” The 
fact is that every day is a judgment 
day to the one who humbles himself be- 
fore God. The fact is that the great 
white throne is set up each day for the 
man who knows his own heart, and seeks 
to walk in the light of God. 

“Judge me, O Lord.” How does God 
respond to such a prayer? What are the 
standards of His judgment? Are we in 
the position of those who appear before 
a judge, and whose only plea is that 
we are ignorant of those standards? No! 
The standards of God are in His written 
Word for all who will read them. His 
standards are not only in His written 


(Continued on page 581) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Christian Science and 


Seventh-Day Adventism 


I have been a subscriber to the 
Times for many long years, and it is 
invaluable to me in my Sunday school 
work. I use it every week, 

Iam very anxious to secure some pam- 
phlet that will tell me the truth about 
the teaching of Christian Science and 
also Sabbath-Day Adventists, and have 
been told perhaps you can furnish 
me with this data. I shall be glad 
to pay for the pamphlet if it is avail- 
able. 

I am a Baptist of long standing, and 
expect to remain one the rest of my 
days; have taught in the Baptist Sun- 
day school for over fifty years, and 
am still at it. 

The reason I want these papers is 
that both these cults have opened 
places of worship in our town, and 
when people ask me what they teach, 
I am at a loss to answer, so if you 
can help me it will be appreciated.— 
A Southern reader. , 


The Times publishes two reprints of 
articles on Christian Science which have 
appeared in its columns. These are 
“Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared” and “Delivered from Christian 
Science,” both by May Humphrey Pease. 
They may be had at 10 cents each, 50 
cents for six, 90 cents a dozen, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. * 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes also pub- 
lished articles on Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism by the Rev. E. B, Jones, who left 
the Adventists some time ago. These 
were published in 1947, 1950, and 1954. 
Mr. Jones has also written three book- 
lets on the subject, entitled “Freed In- 
deed,” “Why You Should Not Be a Sev- 
enth-Day Adventist,” and “The Answer 
and the Reasons,” which in 1954 sold 
for $1.50 a set. Mr. Jones is executive 
director of the Guardians of the Faith, 
P.O. Box B, Traffic Station, Minne- 
apolis 3. 
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“A Bird in the Hand...” 


In which are some wise observations on both the 
ornithological and the spiritual walk 


< A BIRD in the hand is worth 
two in the bush”’—so runs the 
old adage. It is a wise saying. 
Of course, seeking the bird in the bush 
is worth-while business, else we should 
all stagnate and never make progress. 
But to neglect the use and enjoyment 
of what we have while we chase what 
we have not is poor business indeed. 
Here is an adage with a bird in it 
and for bird lovers it holds a good 
lesson in a slightly different application. 
The amateur bird watcher who sets out 
on a spring morning with notebook, bird 
guide, and binoculars will soon learn 
that anything may happen—and often 
nothing! The birds do not consult bird 
watchers when making their itinerary 
nor do they have us in mind when they 
start the day. The place that teemed 
with them yesterday may be desolate 
now. The sure-fire location where we 
never missed may be a blank this time 
for no reason at all. You may start 
off first thing in the morning with a rare 
find like a rose-breasted grosbeak, but 
your kindled hopes may languish from 
there on and you might as well have 
settled for the grosbeak and gone back 
home. Or it may work the other way 
and a poor beginning may mean a fine 
ending. I remember trudging all morn- 
ing with poor results. All the warblers 
must have been attending a convention 
in the next county. My feet dragged 
heavily and zest for birds had given 
away to hunger for dinner. Then I 
turned one last corner and found mag- 
nolia warblers right and left and, as 
usual, so unafraid that I needed no 
glasses to get an eyeful of the dainty 
sprites. 


Enjoying Birds Where You Find Them 


There is no accounting for bird no- 
tions and preferences. I looked in vain 
one spring for a Blackburnian warbler. 
And where do you suppose the gay gen- 
tleman showed up? In Central Park in 
the heart of New York City! Why he 
chose the middle of that babel when 
all my quiet home woods were at his 
disposal, I do not know. 

Out of it all grows one sure rule: 
Learn to enjoy your birds where and 
when you find them. If you chance 
upon a spot where they are, do not 
hasten on to where you set out to go. 
They are here and they may not be 
there. Make the most of this time and 
place though it be in your back yard. 
A day’s trudge may yield nothing, while 
a rare find may show up in your gar- 
den. A bird in the hand, as it were, 


here, is worth a dozen that may not 
show up in a bush yonder. 


Mr. Havner and I have had one good 
bird walk together, when as I re- 
member it we saw pied-billed grebes 
in a pond, besides others; and I think 
the feeling is mutual that we wish 
we had more opportunity to go out 
together. Bird-watching is a de- 
lightful, inexpensive hobby, which 
can be enjoyed almost anywhere at 
any time of the year, and there are 
now at least three of us on the staff 
of the Times who have taken it up 
rather systematically. But there are 
many more among us and among our 
readers who enjoy the birds, and 
they will especially appreciate the 
clever and thought-provoking par- 
allels which Mr. Havner has found 
between bird study and Bible study, 
learning to know better the birds and 
their Creator. You will be glad to 
see how he interprets the old prov- 
erb and applies it fo the Christian 
life.—Editor. 








The other day in a city park I chanced 
upon a young robin. I picked him up 
and carried him a ways, then spied 
what I thought might be some new 
migrants in a nearby tree. In order to 
use my binoculars I let the robin go, 
but failed to spot the migrants. I had 
actually lost a bird in the hand for birds 
in the bush and now I had neither, 

Here is a rule that applies not only 
to birds but to. all our blessings. We 
Christians, seeking distant benefits, are 
wont to overlook good things close at 
hand. We miss the near with our eyes 
upon the far; we pass up today for to- 
morrow. A rich and rare spiritual ex- 
perience is not something that can be 
planned like a picnic. In fact, picnics 
often prove disappointing, while some 
unplanned and unscheduled event turns 
out to be a high spot in our lives. In 
times past I have set aside a day or 
made a special trip to some favored 
spot hoping to have a fresh mountain- 
top experience. Often such a worked-up 
arrangement has fallen flat while in 
some unlikely spot and when least ex- 
pected the Lord has drawn consciously 
nigh. This is not to say that all is 
haphazard. We do well to set aside 
special times to think and pray and draw 
nigh to God. But just as Jacob moved 
in his experience from Beth-el to El- 
beth-el, from the house of God to the 
God of the house of God, so must we 
learn that our Lord is with us all the 
days and may manifest Himself most 
clearly at some unexpected place or 
time. It is better to extract the blessing 
from the present moment than to miss 
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it pushing on toward some “big day”. 
that may disappoint us utterly. An hour 
in some unknown church listening to 
some obscure preacher may yield more 
dividends than an excursion to the 
metropolis to hear a renowned voice. 
The Spirit of God does not follow our 
charts nor time His whisperings to our 
timetable. Have “an ear to hear” Him 
when He speaks. “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth,” and we cannot choose 
when the breath of Heaven will blow. 

It all adds up to this: A blessing “in 
the hand is worth two in the bush.” 
We must take God’s benefits where we 
find them and make the most of them 
when they come. We must cultivate 
the present opportunity and improve 
the situation where we are.- A great 
nature observer said, “That district pro- 
duces the greatest variety which is most 
examined.” Many a faithful pastor has 
unearthed more treasure in one small 
parish than some itinerants have un- 
covered all over the world. Fabre lived 
upon a tiny plot and found in it a world 
of wonder. I have just read of a life- 
long cripple, confined to a wheel chair, 
who became interested in humming- 
birds. He lured them to him, studied 
their habits, and became a recognized 
authority on hummingbirds. Many a 
crippled saint has gathered richer spir- 
itual treasure in some remote corner 
than scholars perusing dusty tomes in 
libraries. Being faithful over a few 
things involves making the most of small 
situations and finding the miraculous in 
the mediocre. 


The Lasting Value of Simple Joys 

We Americans, chasing thrills and suc. 
cess, have lost the simple joys: of life. 
We cannet endure solitude nor can we 
entertain ourselves. The amusement 
business today is a top enterprise be- 
cause we have to pay people to amuse 
us. An evening’s meditation before an 
open fire, a stroll in the woods, quiet 
reflection in the back yard—it is misery 
to multitudes. You will look in vain 
even for nature magazines in most 
newsstands, but tons of filth abound. 
A generation fed upon maniacal excite- 
ment, kept going by stimulants, and rest- 
ing only by sedatives is in no condition 
to enjoy the common joys of life. If 
the hysterical pace lets up for an hour 
or two, it frantically asks, “What can 
we do?” The ordinary satisfactions of 
life are unspeakably tame. 

One detects this frame of mind in not 
a few Christians. The ordinary joys 


of the normal] Christian—if any of his 
joys are 
these days. 


“ordinary”—are not enough 
A quiet meditation from 
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the Word, a simple meeting with no 
“featured” attractions, the lowly walk 
of faith and love, these do not provide 
enough excitement. Things must be 
stepped up to a double-quick tempo, 
with stage settings by Hollywood, and 
“geared” to the latest trends. Surely 
God must long for more humble saints 
who seek Him for Himself and who hear 
His whisper in Horeb’s still, small voice. 

Some bird watchers set out with so 
much paraphernalia that they cannot 
see ‘the birds for taking care of the 
. baggage. The simplest equipment is 

best, and he enjoys most the quest who 
pursues it with the lightest pack. It is 
to be feared that the Christian traveler 
today is lost in his baggage. And with 
so much stuff he also demands too much. 
It must be third heaven or nothing. 
But our Lord’s burden is light, and we 
must learn to travel unencumbered.\ Nor 
must we demand that every meeting be 
a big meeting, or think we must feel 
strange thrills to enjoy a blessing. No 
bird watcher can find the woods full 
of warblers every day. Paul found his 
greatest experience not in a trip to third 
heaven but in the day-by-day sufficiency 
of God’s grace. 

And, whatever we do, let us never 
substitute a ready-made experience for 
one of our own. Recently I stayed 
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across the street from a museum where 
there were stuffed birds by the dozen, 
all the species that I look for in the 
woods, There was some value, of course, 
in studying them, but not the thrill of 
seeing live birds for myself. That 
mounted wood thrush was a poor substi- 
tute for a real one fluting his vespers at 
the end of day. Just so, it is possible 
to subsist after a fashion on the pre- 
served spiritual experiences of others 
without having one of our own. That 
is poor business, and devastating to the 
soul: A bird in the hand is not only 
worth two in the bush, it is worth a 
dozen in the museum. And to walk 
with the Lord ourselves and know Him 
in the simplest things is far better than 
living by proxy in the biographies of 
others, 

By all means seek the bird in the 
bush. There are ever higher heights 
and deeper depths and there remaineth 
yet very much land to be possessed. But 
our fevered souls need sadly to learn 
again that we are not prepared for to- 
morrow if we do not know how to pos- 
sess today. Let us take our blessings, 
like the birds, where and when we find 
them and make the most of what comes 
our way today. 

Greenssoro, N., C. 


V. Establishing the New Base in Dutch New Guinea 


The colossal task of clearing an approach for the float plane 


HE lake now lay approximately west 

of us. As there were no paths to fol- 
low we commenced cutting our own 
trail, but the terrain became so impos- 
sibly difficult that we had to alter our 
course, descending down into a valley 
to the northwest. Here, amidst teeming 
rain, camp was set up in the late after- 
noon. It was a tired and hungry group 
of men that sat huddled in .camp that 
night. Our food supply, which had been 
meagerly rationed, had now completely 
run out. The carriers managed to gather 
some leaves and wild berries in the 
bush, but this was far from sufficient 
to meet the hungry appetites. We re- 
quested that another drop be made, 
therefore, and, while awaiting its arrival, 
we busied ourselves by sending forth 
scouting parties in the general direc- 
tion of the lake in an endeavor to sight 
it. Due to a mechanical fault the plane 
did not arrive until two days later, dur- 
ing which time we were completely 
without food. This time we were bet- 
ter located for a drop, and prepared two 
large fires between which the supplies 
were to be dropped. 
“At 1 p.m. Friday, the 17th, the plane 
arrived. Both the pilot and mechanic 
had worked many hours overtime re- 
pairing the faulty part in order that 
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we might receive our badly needed sup- 
plies. It encouraged our hearts not a 
little to realize that here were men who 
were willing to be spent for Christ. All 
the way from Sentani the sky had been 
completely overcast, yet they did not 
turn back, but continued on in faith, 
with the hope that the Lord would en- 
able them to spot us. Was it not an 
amazing answer to prayer, then, that 
just above Lake Archbold and our camp 
site, an opening had been formed in 
the clouds, just big enough for the drop 
to be successfully made. Surely God 
does answer prayer. 

That afternoon upon calling our coastal 
base, we were happy to be able to in- 
form them that every sack but one had 
been retrieved. Thedrop had been a won- 
derful success. The pilot gave us our ex- 
act compass direction to the lake and 
informed us that only one mountain lay 
between. The trekking distance he esti- 
mated to be from three to five miles. 

With this information, Mr. Bond and 
I together with eight carriers set out to 
cut a trail by compass in the direction 
of the lake. We had not traveled more 
than ten minutes from camp when we 
came directly across the lost sack. This 
was indeed a miracle. The previous 
day the men had searched the thick 
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undergrowth for it in vain. Now the 
Lord had led us directly to it, 


The mountain which lay between us 
and the lake proved to be some 3,000 
feet in height. All morning we worked, 
cutting our way forward bit by bit, 
By 1.30 it appeared as if we were near 
the top and, as everyone was very tired, 
we decided to return to the camp and 
commence cutting again the coming 
day. It had taken us five and one-half 
hours of hard work to cut our way up, 
but it took only one hour to descend, 


Early on the morrow Mr. Bond and 
Mr. Dawson, with a new group, recom- 
menced cutting the trail. By 10.30 they 
had passed over the brow of the moun- 
tain and had sighted the lake. By 3 
p.m. they had reached its shores. It 
was not until 6.30 that night that the 
group returned, exhausted but yet re- 
joicing that our goal had been reached. 


Monday found us eager, after a good 
day’s rest, to set out along the completed 
path to the lake. Our packs had not 
gotten any lighter and the steepness of 
the mountain made going exceptionally 
difficult. Nevertheless the Lord brought 
us all through in a wonderful way, and 
it was with a silent prayer of thanks- 
giving that each man’s’ pack was finally 
set down upon the ground. 


For one whole month we had been 
trekking through completely uncon- 
trolled territory, experiencing untold 
difficulties and innumerable perils, and 
yet the Lord had delivered us out of 
them all. 

Our first task upon arriving at the 
lake would be to find a suitable per- 
manent camping site. To accomplish 
this the rubber dinghy was inflated and 
three men launched out to inspect the 
shores. The lake was approximately 
1,000 meters long and 800 meters wide, 
situated at 2,300 feet altitude. On the 
east, west, and northern shores moun- 
tains rose to some 3,000 feet in height. 
It was only at the south end of the lake 
where a river flowed into the Habli- 
foerie that a flat section of land was 
discovered which would ideally suit our 
purpose. As so much time would be 
required to transfer the entire group 
with equipment in the tiny dinghy to 
the south shore, we decided to trek 
around. Before reaching our destination 
we accidentally stumbled across a good 
many old rusted kerosene tins, which 
undoubtedly were the remnants of Lt, 
Van Arken’s camp. 

A colossal task now confronted us. 
All the trees between the lake and the 
Hablifoerie River, a distance of at least 
500 meters, had to be cut away to afford 
a safe approach for the Missionary Avia- 
tion Fellowship’s single-engined Piper 
Its arrival would 
give us contact with the coast and en- 
able vital equipment and supplies, which 
could not be dropped, to be brought in. 
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After two weeks of strenuous work, a 
swath ranging 150 meters wide had been 
cleared. 

During this time contact had been 
made with the natives. First, ten men 
appeared, bringing sweet potatoes. A 
short while later a larger group of thirty 


‘men arrived. All carried large string 


bags full of sweet potatoes and bananas. 
They also presented us with kasbie, 
sugar cane, and banana stalks to plant. 
It was only a matter of days before 
groups of from fifty to seventy-five vis- 
ited us, all bringing large amounts: of 
potatoes. Soon we had many grain 
sacks full. These natives all came in 
a northeasterly direction from the camp, 
and were very friendly. 

Since then contact has been made with 
those to the southwest as well. They, 
too, have proved to be friendly. It can 
be truly said that we are situated in be- 
tween two large groups, each approxi- 
mately two days’ trek either side of us. 
Surely the Lord’s guiding hand can be 
seen in leading us to our present loca- 
tion, for, among the peoples who for so 
many generations have sat in darkness, 
a light has sprung up. 

HOLLANDIA, DuTcCH NEW GUINEA. 


“ 
The Learning Capacity 
of a 
Little Child 


By Carol E. Miller 


O ANY parent, Baby’s first few years 

are a source of constant wonder. Over 
and over again comes the thrill of dis- 
covering that Baby comprehends what 
we thought was far beyond his capacity. 
To stop and consider how much a child 
has learned by the time of his first birth- 
day, beginning from absolutely nothing 
just-one year previously, is to be thor- 
oughly amazed. To mention only one 
thing, he has learned to understand a 
language in one short year, with no 
previous knowledge of even a single 
word in any language from which to 
begin! 

Practically as soon as a child learns 
to speak in sentences, he begins to ask 
questions. A parent who desires to an- 
swer all questions soon finds himself ex- 
ploring dictionaries and encyclopedias, 
and yet the child comprehends and seeks 
more information! In the writer's family, 
the sight of telephone wires along the 
highway prompted questions from a 
four-year-old, until her parents had ex- 
hausted their knowledge of the telephone 
system around the world. ~ 

A six-year-old learns to read surpris- 
ingly well in only nine months. A 
Seven-year-old advances so rapidly in 
reading ability that his teacher is both 
amazed and delighted. 

Who can say what is beyond the*com- 
prehension of a little child? The writer 
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has observed first, second, or third 
graders in one-room schools, listening 
in rapt attention to upper grade discus- 
sions of things we would have surely 
thought they could not understand. 

Who can say what is beyond the com- 
prehension of a little child in spiritual 
things? The Lord instructed the Israel- 
ites, in Joshua 4:6, 7, to answer the ques- 
tions of their children, and we can have 
no doubt that the children of those days; 
like those of today, began to ask ques- 
tions at a very early age. Parents and 
teachers do well to answer children’s 
questions on spiritual matters as com- 
pletely and truthfully as possible. The 
Israelitish children were to be constant- 
ly under the teaching of the Law in the 
home, where the influence of the home- 
life mentioned in Deuteronomy 6:4 to 9 
would naturally begin in babyhood. If the 
teaching of the Law was that important, 
how much more important it is that the 
teaching of the Gospel gets a similar 
prominent place in the life of a little 
child, 

It is true that a little child may not 
understand all we attempt to teach him 
of spiritual truths. But he is open- 
minded, ready, and willing to learn, 
and repetition and perseverance on the 
part of the teacher or parent will bring 
their reward. Moreover, he is ready and 
willing to believe. Nowhere does Scrip- 
ture teach that one needs to fully com- 
prehend all that is involved in salvation 
in order to be saved, but simply to re- 
ceive Christ as Saviour. That a little 
child can do. “I write unto you, little 
children, because your sins are forgiven 
you for his name’s sake” (1 John 2:12). 

The writer has noted that to saved 
children the forgiveness of sins, the home 
in Heaven, the indwelling Christ, and 
the second coming of Christ seem more 
real than to many saved adults. Is it 
possibly because in little children the 
old nature has not been nurtured for 
so many years? In any case, let us win 
them to Christ as early as possible, and 
then teach them the precious truths of 
the Word. We are so prone to underesti- 
mate their ability and to limit the teach- 
ing we give them accordingly. Rather, let’s 
give them a chance to learn to the limit 
of their ability. For the learning capac- 
ity of a little child is amazing beyond 
our comprehension! 


Wisconsin Rapips, WIs. 
sd 


The Peril of Self-Deception 


(Continued from second page) 


Word, but in the living Word who is 
Himself enshrined within it. 

What are the governing motives of 
life? A Christian is a man who seeks 
to follow Christ, and we know that the 
governing motive of His life was the 
supreme devotion to the will of His 
Father. It was His meat and drink to 
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do the will of God. Let us compare our 
lives in this respect with His. What is 
the governing motive of our lives? What 
has got the greatest grip upon us? Let 
us anticipate the opinion of those who 
know us best, for some day they will 
express it quite freely. As they leave 
the cemetery, or crematorium, they will 
talk about us, and they will say, “Yes, 
he lived for’—what? For money; well, 
he got it. For popularity; well, he was 
popular. He lived to avoid adverse ver- 
dicts in the world. Or will they say of 
you and me, “He lived for God, and 
for His glory”? “Judge me, O Lord,” 
as I compare my life with the life of 
my Saviour. For I am His, or I am not 
His, judged in the degree in which the 
will of God is supreme in my life. 

“Judge me, O Lord.” God judges us 
by our faith. A Christian is a man 
who seeks to follow Christ; and it was 
His faith which inspired His sacrifice. 
It was His faith in the purposes of God 
which took Him to Gethsemane, and to 
Calvary. Let us compare our faith with 
His. Is our faith an opinion, or an in- 
spiration? Is our faith merely an assent, 
or is it a passion? “Judge me, O Lord.” 

God judges us also as to the attested 
quality of our relationship. Christ’s re- 
lationship with men reflected His rela- 
tionship with God. How,do our lives 
compare in this respect with the Sav- 
iour’s? What is our relationship to 
others? What is our relationship to the 
Church of God? Are we critics, or are 
we working members? Are we mere 
spectators in worship, or does every beat 
of our hearts proclaim our loyalty to 
His Church because of our loyalty, first 
of all, to Him, the great Head of the 
Church? What is our relationship to 
those in our own homes? What is our 
relationship to the world outside, to 
those with whom we come into contact 
day by day? It is on this wise that God 
judges us. “Judge me, O Lord.” I can- 
not but believe that if we are honest 
and sincere in this prayer that we offer, 
such light will fall upon our hearts, 
that we shall cry out, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” Every false mo- 
tive, every unholy relationship will be 
brought to an end, and God’s.mercy will 
be experienced, and the aid of His Spirit 
realized, and life will become true in- 
deed. 

The man whose prayer has thus been 
answered will look out again upon the 
world, and once again he will say, “The 
Lord shall judge the people.” But he 
will say it with a sob in his voice, he 
will say it with an awe upon his soul. 
He will say it in such wise that it will 
become a positive driving force to serv- 
ice. He will not be content_to stand and 
gaze upon the tumult; he will be down 
in the front of the battle. He will not 
be content to theorize about sin and 
judgment; but he will spend, and be 


(Continued on page 590) 
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International Uniform Lesson 











LESSON 6. AUGUST 7. THE EXILES IN BABYLON 


Psalm 137:1-6; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Daniel 3; printed text, Psalm 137:1-6; Daniel 3:13-18 


Golden Text.—He will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 


But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 


nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.—Dan. 3:17, 1 


Tue KiInG JAMES VERSION 
Psa, 137:1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. 
2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst 


thereof. 


3 For there they that carried us away captive required of 
us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, 
saying, Sing us One of the songs of Zion. 

4 How shall we sing the Lorp’s song in a strange land? 

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 


her cunning. 


6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my 


chief joy. 


Dan. 3:13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
they brought these men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


"Tite difference between the lot of 
the Children of Israel in Egypt 
and their condition in Babylon is 
indeed striking. They went down to 
Egypt as the welcome guests of the 
crown, but before they left Egypt they 
were a race of slaves, downtrodden and 
oppressed, the objects of the most cruel 
designs on the part of the Pharaohs. 
Their freedom was turned to bondage 
of the sorest kind, and their deliverance 
was effected through a terrific struggle 
involving Egypt in the ten great plagues. 

The Jews went to Babylon as cap- 
tives of war, yet they were never re- 
duced to the straits there that their 
fathers had known in’ Egypt. Despite 
the dirge of Psalm 137, and the use of 
the word “wasted” in verse 3, the cap- 
tives were treated with remarkable con- 
sideration. A group of the Hebrew 
nobility were trained for life in the 
Babylonian court, and those who showed 
ability were. advanced to positions of 
trust. Others had a fair degree of lib- 
erty, as is seen by the communications 
that went back and forth between the 
captives and their homeland. This lib- 
erty increased as time went on, till 
Cyrus, apart from any compulsion save 
the stirring up of his spirit by God, pro- 
claimed freedom to all who would to 
return to the homeland. 

There is also a contrast drawn between 
those who were carried captive to Baby- 
lon and those who were left in the land, 


© Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my 
gods, nor .worship the golden image which I have set up? 

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound 
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, 
and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image 
which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be 
cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; 
and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 

16 Shadrach;} Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. 

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of thine hand, O king. 


18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will 


Then thou hast set up. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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and who iater went to Egypt. This 
difference is presented in Jeremiah 24. 
There the exiles to Babylon are likened 
to a basket of very good figs, while the 
remnant was compared to a basket of 
rotten figs. It is significant that the 
stand against idolatry was on the part 
of the captives, while those who volun- 
tarily went down to Egypt abandoned 
themselves to idolatrous practices. Those 
who returned from Babylon were not 
without grievous sins, but in large meas- 
ure they were purged from their idols. 


Verse by Verse 


Psa. 137:1.—“By the rivers of Babylon 
... sat down... wept...” The Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris and the Chebar 
were doubtless celebrated in song by 
the Chaldean poets, but to the Hebrews 
they spelled only exile. One glimpse 
of the Brook Kidron would have meant 
more to them than all the waters of 
Babylon. 


Verse 2.—“We hanged our harps upon 
the willows . . .” The willows by the 
rivers stirred no lyric response. Harps 
that were wont to echo the profoundest 
religious sentiments or the lightsome 
joys of the people, hung silent upon the 
branches, 

Verse 3.—“. . . they that carried us 
away captive required of us a song... 
Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” The 
Chaldeans, in asking for “the songs of 
Zion,” were probably thinking of folk 
songs rather than religious songs. The 
Hebrews were known as a musical peo- 
ple, as they are today. 


Verse 4.—“‘How shall we sing the 
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Lord’s song in a strange land?” For the 
Hebrews, the songs of Zion were “the 
Lord’s song.” They had no heart to sing 
it in the place of exile. 


Verse 5.—“If I forget thee, O Jeru- 
salem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning.” Instead of songs of mirth (v. 
3), the captives sang a dirge in the lan- 
guage of a self-imposed curse. The 
words “her cunning” have been added to 
complete the sense. 


Verse 6.—“. . . let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth . , . Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.” The nostalgia of 
the exiles is pitiful. But there is no 


‘confession of the sin that brought about 


their captivity—only a spirit of revenge 
toward their enemies (vs. 7-9), 

3:13.—“Then Nebuchadnezzar 
- + « commanded to bring . Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego .. .” The first 
twelve verses should be read carefully 
to see what the king was angry about. 
These three Hebrews had been treated 
with the utmost kindness by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and here they respond with 
utter disregard of the royal command! 

Verse 14—“. _ . do not ye serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden image 
which I have set up?” Even in his wrath 
the king was considerate. He could not 
believe that these three young men were 
deliberately flaunting his wishes. Surely 
they could not have understood the 
decree! 


Verse 15.—“. . . if ye worship not, ye 
shall be cast . . . into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace; and who is that 
God that shall deliver you out of my 


Dan. 
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hands?” So he gives them another 
chance, making perfectly clear the alter- 
natives—bow down before the golden 
image, or be cast into the furnace of fire. 
But the king is angry enough to add the 
defiant note at the end of the verse. 


Verse 16.—“. . . we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter.” The youths 
were both respectful and firm. They 
exhibited neither fear nor hesitation. 

Verse 17.—“. . . our God .., is able 
to deliver us ... and he will ,. .” Their 
first concern was to answer the king's 
defiant question in verse 15. They af- 
firmed their faith both in the ability and 
the faithfulness of their God. Neither 
the fiery furnace nor the power of the 
king was the ultimate factor in destiny. 

Verse 18.—“But if not... we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image ...” Next they made clear that, 
even if God saw fit to allow them to 
perish in the flames, they would rather 
die in faithfulness than live in unfaith- 
fulness. The calm boldness of these 
youths is surely admirable, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Today’s lesson gives us two pictures 
of the Hebrew captives in Babylon. One 
is the picture of defeat, the other of 
victory. 

In Psalm 137 we have the lament of 
the captives. They have lost their 
spirit; they have lost their song. They 
are living in the past; they are refusing 
to face up to the present. The only 
spark left in them is a passion for re- 
venge. Admittedly, they had reason for 
sorrow. Babylon was not only a foreign 
land to them, but it was the land of 
their enemy, the conqueror. They were 
there not as free agents but as captives, 
and although the treatment meted out 
to them was not harsh in comparison 
to what their fathers had known in 
Egypt, these facts were not altered. One 
cannot but sense the tragedy of the 
broken spirit and the inability to rise 
up to make something of the situation. 
Perhaps more remembrance of their 
sin, more repentance, more dedication 
to the God of Zion would have restored 
their courage, enabling them to sing 
the songs of Zion as Paul and Silas sang 
in the inner prison of Philippi, and to 
live in hope rather than in forlorn mem- 
ories, . 

There were some among the captives 
who lived on the higher plane. Such 
were Daniel and his three companions. 
It is true that remarkable opportunity 
Struck at‘their door, but it was such 
opportunity as made their position more 
perilous. They faced it with courage 
and determination. Our lesson portion 
presents Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego in the hour of their greatest trial. 

Nebuchadnezzar, who was both their 
conqueror and their benefactor, had built 
his great image on the plain of Dura 
and had gathered from all parts of his 
empire a great company of privileged 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. July 31.—The People Left in Judah. 
2 Kings 25:10-12; Jeremiah 40 to 44 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. August 14.—The Courage of Daniel 
(Temperance) .......... Daniel 1 and 5 








persons to take’ part in: its dedication. 
It was required of all that at the given 
signal they should fall down before the 
image as an act of worship, not only 
of the image itself, but of the king who 
had erected it, and of the king’s god. 
How easy it would have been for these 
three young men to reason with them- 
selves—“We are not free agents but the 
servants of Nebuchadnezzar. Besides, 
having received so much consideration 
from him, we dare not slight his desires. 
Since we are in Babylon we had better 
do as the Babylonians, and while our 
bodies bow down our hearts need not.” 
But these three had a higher alle- 
giance. They believed that their God 
was the living God, able to deliver His 
servants from any peril. But whether 
or not it pleased Him to deliver them 
they would stand true. These youths 
were not of the company of those who 
sat down and wept. They were not 
hanging their harps on the willow trees 
and giving themselves up to doleful 


‘laments. They were there to serve God, 


and they would do so with their very 
lives. 

Here, then, is the difference between 
self-pity, with its loss of spirit and song, 
and living devotion with its courage and 
triumph. How do we react when things 
seem to go against us? 


Topics for Development 


A Question of Names. The four young 
Hebrews, whose heroism is related in 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT two prophets were among 
the captives in Babylon? 

2. How did the lot of these two 
prophets differ? 

3. What river of Babylon was the 
scene of much of Ezekiel’s labors? 

4. What kind of treatment did the cap- 
tives receive in Babylon? 

5. How were the captives and the rem- 
nant compared in the prophecies of 
Jeremiah? 

6. -Of what condition is “hanging your 
harp on the willow” a description? 

7. What note is strangely absent from 
Psalm 137? 

8. Who, in New Testament story, sang 
the Lord’s song in a strange land, with 
notable results? 

9. What did the three Hebrew youths 
do.to make Nebuchadnezzar so angry? 

10. What made the three Hebrew 
youths so courageous? 


(Answers on.page 589) 
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the Book of Daniel, were named Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (Dan. 
1:6). «They ‘were all given names by 
the Babylonian prince who had the care 
of them. Their new names were Belte- 
shazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego (Dan. 1:7). It is rather strange 
that Daniel’s Hebrew name is retained 
throughout the Book, the new name be- 
ing rarely referred to; whereas his com- 
panions’ Hebrew names, while repeated 
in their dealings with Daniel as in 2:17, 
are dropped when it comes to their 
dealings with political affairs in Baby- 
lon. Nobody ever thinks today of re- 
ferring to Daniel by his Babylonian 
name of Belteshazzar, and when do we 
ever hear his three companions referred 
to by their Hebrew names? I am not 
offering a reason for this. Suggestions 
would be interesting. 

The Problem of Psalm 137. The last 
three verses of Psalm 137, with their 
revengeful spirit, constitute one of the 
moral problems of the Bible. Many 
wonder why such curses should be found 
in Holy Scripture. To a lesser degree 
the problem extends to the whole 
Psalm. While sympathizing fully with 
the sorrow of the captives which was 
given expresssion in these verses, one 
cannot but see that the Psalm repre- 
sents a spirit much lower than that re- 
vealed by Daniel and his three com- 
panions, and certainly lower than that 
presented to us in the New Testament. 
Here are despair, nostalgia, and revenge. 
Why should all these be included in 
Scripture? 

I believe that God ordered the inclu- 
sion of this Psalm to show us the human 
heart in its sorrow and defeat, not as 
a pattern for us to follow, but in order 
to say to us, “Look to Me, and rise 
higher!” 

It is not for us to condemn the He- 
brew exiles. We are too prone to fall 
into such defeat ourselves. But seeing 
a reflection of ourselves in this Psalm 
should drive us to the God of Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The dirge of the broken spirit (Psa. 
137) 

2. The courge of the believing soul (Dan. 
3: 13-18) 


Practical Applications 


Harps were not made to adorn willows, 
Tune up your harp, and strike up a 
song! 

If the strange land in which you find 
yourself is the far country of sin, get 
back to the Father’s House and you will 
soon get back your song. 

If the strange land in which you find 
yourself is the house of affliction—sing, 
there are others about you who need 
to hear the Lord’s song! 

Sitting by the rivers, weeping, will 
get you nowhere, but “he that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with 
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rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him” 


(Psa. 126:6). 

The men who count are the men who 
stand when all around them are bowing 
down, 

Do you follow the line, “Everybody’s 

doing it,” or do you have the courage 
to say, “We will not!” 
’ It is one thing to stand for God in the 
assembly of God’s people, but quite an- 
other thing to stand for God in the very 
jaws of the furnace. 


Golden Text 

Dan. 3:17, 18.—“He will deliver us out 
of thine hand, O king. But if not, be 
it known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up.” 
Note the phrase, “But if not.” The real 
test of faith is when things do not turn 
out as we expected. When the deliver- 
ance does not come, are we then pre- 
pared to trust on and keep serving God? 


ELMHuRST, ILL, 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SucGcEsTeD HYMNS 


“Unto the Hills Around Do I Lift Up 
My Longing Eyes” * 
“Truehearted, Wholehearted” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose right it is to have 
our:full trust and obedience, pardon us 
that we sometimes disobey Thee, fear- 
ful that obedience will cost us overmuch, 
Help us to learn today that it is always 
best to obey Thee. Fortify us with such 
wholehearted devotion to Thee that no 
sort of pressure shall turn us aside from 
the path of right. Support those who 
in our time are persecuted for Christ’s 
sake. Deliver them in Thy wise way 
and time. In every land bring the 
power of the Gospel to bear upon the 
ills of the world for the healing of the 
nations: Let Thy tender mercies be 
with those who are sick or afflicted in 
other ways. Guide and keep us in this 
new week and make our lives fruitful 
in every good work to the enrichment 
of; others and the glory of Thy name, 
We ask these things in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson—The New Testa- 
ment tells us that it is through much 
tribulation we enter the Kingdom, and 
we see it to be true in this Old Testa- 
ment story from Daniel. The road to 
Glory is not easy. True, we live where 
religious freedom prevails, but in some 
way we all have to face choices from 
time to time between God and things 
that involve disloyalty to God. More- 
ever, the world still has its burning fiery 
furnaces for those who put God first. 
It may just be that we are jeered at 
for being “religious.” It may mean ex- 
clusion from the group or being forgot- 
ten when the honors are handed out 
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or the fun being planned. But to dis- 
obey God is always too high a price to 
pay for the recognition of the crowd. 


At a time when everyone in Germany 


was required to obey the Fuehrer 
(leader), as Hitler was called, Martin 
Niemoeller quietly said, “God is my 


Fuehrer,” and refused to do what was 
wrong before the Lord. That was cour- 
age rooted in faith. It was the spirit 


wronc AND tscare 


of the Hebrew youths who said, “Our 
God ... is able to deliver us ... and 
he will deliver us .. . But if not,... we 
will not . .. worship the golden image.” 

As Christians we must be ready to 
stand true to our Lord whatever the 
cost. And for our encouragement we 
learn here that the fire of suffering can- 
not destroy those who put God first. 
We never know what burning fiery fur- 
nace may await us, but we may be 
sure that even though life itself be lost 
for Christ’s sake, no real harm can 
ever touch those who abide loyal to Him, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“, |. there they that, carried us away 

. required ...asong.. .” (Psa. 137: 
3).—This lesson gives. us a glimpse at 
the behavior of the exiles under the 
Babylonians (Psa. 137). As far as tem- 
poral things were concerned, they were 
prosperous. They had been instructed 
by the prophet of the Lord to build 
houses and dwell in them, and plant 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them; take 
wives and beget sons and daughters; 
and seek the peace of the place, and 
pray for it (Jer. 29:4-7). 

They were not to be revolutionists. 
They were not to plot the overthrow 
of that government. In its peace they 
would have peace. 

It is easy to imagine the orthodox and 
spiritually minded ones among them 
walking down to a riverside on their 
Sabbath for a time of prayer and medi- 
tation. This was done even in New 
Testament times (Acts 16:13), 

It is also easy to imagine some of the 
Babylonians saying to them, “Sing us 
one of the songs of Zion!” For the ex- 
iles it was a time of weeping—not re- 
joicing. They were out of the Promised 


ITS THE FOURTH MAN THAT COUNTS ! 


“| SEE FOUR MEN LOOSE, WALKING IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, 
AND THEY HAVE NO HURTS AND THE FORM OF THE FOURTH 
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Land; their Temple and the city of 
Jerusalem were in ruins. They were 
not in a posifion to carry out the order 
of service as the Lord had commanded. 
Their harps were silently hanging on 
the willow trees. 

It was as inappropriate for them to 
sing one of the Lord’s songs in that 
strange land as it would be for a back- 
slider in the world today to sing with 
the spirit and with the understanding 
such a song as: 

Jesus is all the world to me, 
My life, my joy, my all. 

In his “Meditations in the Psalms” 
(Loizeaux: Bros.. New York 10; $6.50), 
Erling C. Olsen says: “A few weeks 
ago it was my pleasure to attend a con- 
cert by the a capella choir of North- 
western University. Among the num- 
bers they rendered was this 137th Psalm. 
The leading part was taken by a young 
Jewish student, who certainly knew how 
to sing the plaintive note, while the 
choir either hummed or softly sang the 
background. This number was beauti- 
fully accompanied by a gifted harpist. 
I do not know when I have listened to 
a selection, plaintive in character, that 
moved my being as that did. I would 
have given almost anything if it had 
been Sunday morning and we had had 
the 137th Psalm for our meditation. .. . 
The music of a harp is beautifully ex- 
quisite. Man has always associated the 
harp with Heaven and Heaven’s melo- 
dies. Many of us have anticipated from 
our youth the glories of Heaven, which 
include a perfect harmony between the 
fingers gliding upon the strings of the 
harp and the heart from which the songs 
of Zion really begin.” There will be no 
weeping willows there, so to speak. 


“... if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy” (Psa, 137:6).—If this had 
been the language of their hearts while 
they were in Zion, they would never 
have been sent into captivity. Even 
the world says, “You never miss the 
water until the well runs dry.” Oh, how 
the exiles now missed Jerusalem, the 
living God, the priesthood, the sacri- 
fices, and the feasts of the Lord! 

The discipline of the Lord is not lost 
upon us if it has the good effect of deep- 
ening our appreciation of Himself and 
His work. 

There is one thing conspicuous by its 
absence in the Psalm, and that is a frank 
confession of their sins. We rejoice in 
the knowledge that at the time of the 
Jews’ final restoration, they will ac- 
knowledge their iniquity. (See Hos. 14.) 

When a believer is away from the 
Lord in heart and ways, there should 
not only be a longing for the blessed- 
ness of the communion and fellowship 
which characterized first love, but there 
should also be an honest confession of 
that which disturbed that communion 
(1 John 1:9). Then he experiences the 
restoration of the joy of God’s salvation 
(Psa, 51:12, 13). 
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I like the incident related by Leonard 
Campbell about the two boys and Christ- 
mas, Jim said,Christmas this year would 
come on Friday, and his brother John 
said it would come on Thursday. “I'll 
bet you five hundred dollars it comes 
on Friday!” “I'll bet you ten thousand 
dollars it comes on Thursday!” And 
so it went. Finally, they decided to look 
at the calendar. Christmas would come 
on Friday. What did the Thursday boy 
do? ‘Agree that he had been wrong? 
No, he said, “Aw, forget it. I was just 
kidding. I knew it was Friday all the 
time.” 

What are the three hardest words in 
the English language—the three hardest 
to say? Not Nebuchadnezzar, not statis- 
tician, nor Cobbesseconte, nor the name 
of some other lake in Maine. The three 
hardest words have only nine letters all 
together. They are, I was wrong! One 
can say, “I was misunderstood,” “He 
was wrong,” “She was wrong,” but it 
is very hard to say, “I was wrong!” 

“.., our God ... is able to deliver 
us ... But if not...” (Dan. 3:17, 18). 
—Who has not admired the faith and 
courage of the three Hebrew Protestants 
who knew what it was going to cost 
them to protest? On the one hand was 
an earthly king commanding them to 
bow down to an idol; on the other hand 
the living God forbade their bowing 
down to a graven image. Without the 
least hesitation they knew what they 
were going to do. They were going to 
obey God rather than man, at all costs. 

“It is noteworthy, that, while these 
Hebrews believe fully in the possibility 
of miraculous deliverance by their God, 
yet they do not make that a condition 
of their refusal to compromise His name. 
This is the spirit of true martyrdom.” 
They prefigure the faithful remnant of 
Israel, who in the Great Tribulation will 
refuse to worship the image which is 
called the “Abomination of Desolation” 
(Matt, 24:15; Rev. 13:11-18). 

The Prairie Overcomer (Dec., 1953) 
related the experience of a noted Zulu 
evangelist, Mr. Nicholas Bhengu. One 
night he was cornered by a man in the 
darkness who threatened to kill him and 
said his hour*was come. The evangelist 
bowed his head and called out loudly, 
“Lord Jesus, I’m coming Home!” When 
he lifted his head’ his would-be murderer 


‘had fled!. 


Wawona, CALir. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you will: not find any 

story more thrilling nor more won- 
derful than this record of the three 
young Hebrews who defied a powerful 
king and were thrown into a fiery fur- 
nace. Here is faithfulness to a principle 
and courage of the highest type, and + 
here is a miracle so strange and so 
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startling that it would be unbelievable 
if it were not written in the Word of 
God. “Thy word is true from the begin- 
ning: and every one of thy righteous 
judgments endureth for ever” (Psa. 
119: 160). 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were 
three Jewish lads among the captives 
taken by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon 
when he conquered Judah and destroyed 
Jerusalem. They were from high-class 
families. The king of Babylon left only 
the poor and uncultured to cultivate 
the fields and tend the sheep. He had 
a purpose in taking the talented Jews 
to train for his court and for leadership, 

Daniel also was taken at the same time, 
and it was because of Daniel’s God- 
inspired interpretation of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream that he was promoted 
to a high place in the kingdom, and by 
his influence secured positions of lead- 
ership for Hananiah, Mishael, and Aza- 
riah, 

In the meantime their names had been 
changed to have Chaldean meanings: 
Shadrach (Inspired by the Sun god), 
Meshach (Answering to the earth god), 
and Abed-nego (Servant of the shining 
fire). Their Hebrew names (in the 
same order) meant: “Jehovah hath been 
gracious,” “Who is comparable to God?” 
and “Jehovah hath helped.” It is not 
difficult to see how: this was designed 
to .affect them. It was just a part of 
the “brain washing” process such as is 
perpetrated by the Communists upon 
our GI boys whem they capture them. 
But the change of names did not affect 
these Hebrew captives. They were true 
to their faith in the one and only God. 
»It is not surprising that their posi- 
tions of authority over the provinces 
aroused the jealousy of the Chaldeans, 
so that when it was noted that Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego did not 
bow down to the golden image of the 
king in the plain of Dura it was 
promptly reported to the king. The 
mandate had gone forth that “whoso 
falleth not down and worshippeth shall 
the same hour be cast into the midst 
of a burning fiery furnace.” 

King Nebuchadnezzar had the three 
brought before him. They were well 
grown by this time, perhaps between 
twenty-five and thirty years of age. He 
bluntly told them that if they refused 
to bow down to his golden image they 
would be cast into the fiery furnace. 
They calmly told the king no matter 
what might be the consequences they 
would not worship any but the true 
God, Jehovah; and if he should cast 
them into the fiery furnace, Jehovah 
would take care of the matter—whether 
it be to deliver them alive or take them 
to their reward above. It is hard to 
imagine torture worse than death by 
burning. Yet these men faced it ap- 
parently without the quiver of an eye- 
lash, 

It must have been an amazing things 
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to the king and all his court; and that 
unyielding firmness had its effect on the 
Assyrians, even after the three Hebrews 
had been miraculously delivered. They 
were cast in the furnace which had been 
fed to white heat, so hot indeed that 
the men who tossed them in were them- 
selves burned to death. And the sight 
the king gazed upon was never equaled 
before or since: the three Hebrews 
calmly walking in the midst of the 
crackling flames, and accompanied by 
a fourth who was “like the Son of God.” 

“Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to 
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, 
and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most 
high God, come forth, and come hither,” 
and they came forth. “And the princes, 
governors, and captains, and the king’s 
counsellors, being gathered together, 
saw these men, upon whose bodies the 
fire had no power, nor was an hair of 
their head singed, neither were their 
coats changed, nor the smell of fire had 
passed on them. Then Nebuchadnezzar 
spake, and said, Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who 
hath sent his angel, and delivered his 
servamfs that trusted in him, and‘ have 
changed the king’s word, and yielded 
their bodies, that they might not serve 
nor worship any god, except their own 
God. .. . Then the king promoted Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the 
province of Babylon” (Dan. 3: 26-28, 30). 

Fellows, the God of these young men 
is the same yesterday, today, and for- 
ever, and, praise His name, He is your 
God and mine! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Commoner’s Kingly Words.—O 

king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up (Dan. 3:18). Bernard de 
Palisay, a native of France, was a maker 
of earthenware. He was a Calvinist; 
and the Frerch King, Henry III, said 
to him that he should be compelled to 
give him up to his enemies unless he 
changed his religion. “You have often 
said to me, sire,” was the undaunted 
reply of de Palisay, “that you pitied me; 
but, as for me, I pity you, who have 
given utterance to such words as ‘I shall 
be .compelled.” These are unkingly 
words; and I say to you, in royal phrase, 
that neither the Guises, nor all your 
people, nor yourself are able to com- 
pel a humble manufacturer of earthen- 
ware to bend his knees before statues.” 
—From “The Biblical Museum.” Sent by 
the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trich- 
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we remembered Zion (Psa, 137:1). In 
his “Hunting for the Nightingale in 
England,” John Burroughs tells of lis- 
tening one dark night to the song of the 
sedge warbler in the hedge. It was a 
singular medley of notes, hurried chirps, 
trills, calls, warbles. When it stopped 
singing, a stone flung into the bush set 
it going again, its song now being so 
persistently animated as to fill the gloom 
and darkness with joy. Samuel Ruther- 
ford’s most gladsome letters are those 
from his prison. The saints have sung 
their sweetest when the thorn has 
pierced their heart. Sorrow produces 
songs in the night. They required of 
us a song.—From “Best Modern Illustra- 
tions.” Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, 
Chillicothe, Ill. Prize illustration. 


Trusting in the Dark.—We wept... 
We hanged our harps upon the willows 
(Psa. 137:1, 2). Two Christians were 
talking together of their experiences in 
the Christian life. One said, “I find it 
is terribly hard to trust God, and to 
realize His hand in the dark passages 
of life.” “Well,” said the other, “if you 
cannot trust a man out of your sight, 
he is not worth much. And if you can- 
not trust God in the dark, it shows you 
do not trust Him at all."—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Power of Christian Song.—Sing 
us one of the songs of Zion (Psa. 137:3). 
Some years ago a missionary named Dr. 
Howard was taken captive in China by 
a band of desperate and cruel bandits. 
He was carried off to their mountain 
hide-out. One day he found himself 
humming hymn tunes. Then he stopped, 
fearing the bandits might think he was 
signaling to his friends. But the leader 
ordered, “Sing us something, foreign 
devil!’ So he began to sing “Nearer, 
My God, to Thee.” His captors listened 
until he reached the words, 

“Though like the wanderer, 

The sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone. 

Yet in my. dreams I'd be 

Nearer, my God, to Thee—” 
Suddenly the leader motion€d to him to 
stop singing. He was strangely meved. 
He seized the missionary tightly by the 
arm, and then said in a husky, broken 
voice: “I used to sing that song in a 
mission school when I was a boy. I can- 
not bear to hear it now. Do not sing it 
again!” There is a wonderful power in 
a spiritual song or word! Whether the 
Word of God is spoken or sung, it can 
pierce seemingly impregnable obstacles 
and speak to a man’s soul.—From the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng: 

If Their Prayer Were Answered.—If 
I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my ‘right 
hand forget her cunning . . . let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth 
(Psa. 137:5, 6). Leon Tucker, Bible 





Songs in the Night—We wept, when 
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teacher and editor of the Wonderful 
Word, once asked a Hebrew whom he 
met if he were not interested in the 
future of his race since they were again 
to become the greatest nation on earth. 
The Jew intimated that America was 
his Zion. “Will you let me see your 
right hand?” asked Mr. Tucker. It was 
held out. “It seems to be all right,” 
said Mr. Tucker; and he added, “Now 
will you let me see your tongue?” The 
man was reluctant and puzzled, but Mr. 
Tucker said he was in earnest about it, 
and the man complied. “Strange,” said 
Mr. Tucker, “I thought it would be 
cleaving to the roof of your mouth,” 
and then he quoted verses 5 and 6 of 
Psalm 137. The Jew wept, for he was 
a true Jew, familiar with the Scripture, 
and he was convicted.—From Howard 
A. Banks, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


A Sermon for a Brave Woman.—Ye 
shall be cast the same hour into the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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midst of a burning fiery furnace; and 
who is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands? (Dan. 3:15.) John 
Fletcher was in his pulpit one Sunday 
night. The opening service was begun, 
when his sermon and his text swept out 
of his mind like a slip of paper through 
the window. He tried to recall the ser- 
mon, and the text, but in vain. Song 
after song, prayer after prayer, pushed 
him to the moment when he would have 
to preach, text or no text. The darkness 
grew denser, until he had to arise. Just 
then the scene of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
furnace rose up before him and the 
whole horizon was lit up with the blaze 
of thought. He began to preach, and the 
Spirit gave him liberty. The crowded 
assembly was baptized from on high. 
He knew nothing of it, but in that 
church was a little woman who took her 
life in her hand that night to serve God. 
Her husband hated Fletcher, and swore 
he would bake her in his bread-oven 
if she ever went to his church again. 
God had given the little woman a chance 
to answer her own prayer—but it is to 
be answered in a burning oven, and she 
is willing to pay the price. She has 
brayed all this and come to church to- 
night. This is what that lost sermon 
meant. But she had the one she needed. 
When she reached her home, the oven 
was red and her husband stood in the 
door brandishing his bread knife. Noth- 
ing daunted, she walked up the steps, 
and he fell on his knees, crying, “Oh, 
wife, pray for me! Pray for me!” We men 
drop on our knees before that kind of 
religion. The other sort never troubles 
us. Sanctified heroism saved her hus- 
band—the least cowardice would have 
doomed him.—From the Dawn. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


A Smile That Saved Her Life—We 
are not careful to answer thee in this 
matter (Dan. 3:16). Miss C. Leffinwell, 
a missionary in China, gave the follow- 
ing account of deliverance from death 
by the Boxers. “There was a woman 
missionary whom the Boxers told to 
kneel down and have her head cut off. 
She knelt as told, but as she did so she 
looked up into the man’s face and actu- 
ally smiled. As she looked at him a 
moment, thus smiling, it seemed as if 
his face began to change and to reflect 
the smile. He stepped back a little, and 
then continued to withdraw, together 
with his companions, until after a little 
they all fled, leaving the ladies alone. 
As .the Boxers were retreating, the 
leader turned and said to her: “You 
cannot die. You are immortal.” If her 
face had shown fear, they would have 
killed her without hesitation. I suppose 
the smile seemed supernatural. She 
afterward said, “I did not know that I 
smiled.”"—From “The Life of Missionary 
Clara Leffinwell.” Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we learned about the poor 
Jewish remnant that King Nebu- 
chadnezzar left in the land of Palestine. 
Why did he leave anyone? (To keep 
the country under cultivation.) Right. 
Today we'll study about those who went 
into captivity. You remember that all 
the Jews were not taken to Babylon at 
the same time. The very first time 
Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem to 
make Jehoiakim pay tribute to him in- 
stead of to Egypt, he took some of the 
princes back to Babylon with him. 
Among these were Daniel and his three 
friends. Eight years later the Chaldeans 
again besieged Jerusalem. This time 
young King Jehoiachin seems to have 
surrendered quite promptly. He and 
most of the royal family. were taken 
prisoners, and ten thousand other Jews, 
army captains, priests, craftsmen, and 
men of wealth or influence. We be- 
lieve Ezekiel was taken at this time. 
Then eleven years later, after King Zede- 
kiah had broken the promise of loyalty 
he had made in the name of the Lord, 
Nebuchadnezzar commanded the final 
deportation. That is, Judah was not to 
be a nation any longer. All the people 
of Jerusalem were to be killed or taken 
to Babylon and no one was to be left 
in the land except the poor farmers, 
whose adventures we studied last week. 
Before this final captivity God gave 
Jeremiah the prophet a message to the 
Jews who were already exiled. Jere- 
miah had this message written down 
and carried to Babylon by the hand of 
faithful messengers. This letter has been 
preserved to us in .God’s holy Word. 
Before we read the letter, turn to Psalm 
137: 1-6 to, get a little glimpse of the peo- 
ple to whom it was addressed. What 
do these verses tell us about them? 
(They were dreadfully homesick. They 
were very unhappy.) True. What did 
the Babylonians ask them to do? (Sing 
for them.) Yes, the Chaldeans wanted 
their captives to entertain them with 
songs of Jerusalem. But these exiles 
were too heartbroken to sing. What 
verse shows that some of them at least 
thought of the Lord? (v. 4.) Correct. 
Verses 5 and 6 give us some idea of the 
great love they felt for Jerusalem now 
that they had been forced to leave it. 
When they lived there, some of them 
had been too busy making money to 
think much about the good of Jeru- 
salem, but now that they were far away 
in a heathen land, they longed intensely 
for it. 

One day a letter was brought to them 
from Jeremiah the prophet. Letters 
were much less common in those days 
than now, for they had to be sent each 
time by special messenger. And this 
one was the most important communica- 
tion they could possibly receive, for it 
was a message from the Lord! Try, in 
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your imagination, to sit beside those 
weeping Jewish captives on the bank 
of one of the Babylonian canals, as I 
read you Jeremiah 29:1-14. After the 
reading, I would like to know what im- 
presse {| you most in the letter. - (God 
is go.«g-to bring us back to Jerusalem 
in seventy years. God said for us to 
make homes in Babylon. God said He 
would hear us when we prayed.) You 
listened well! Were the Jews to make 
trouble in Babylonia? , (No.) God said 
that they were to seek the peace of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s country, for when it 
had peace they would have peace. You 
see God was allowing this captivity as 
a punishment to Judah, but He prom- 
ised them that He would surely bring 
them back again to their own land. In 
the meantime they were to accept this 
punishment which had been so long de- 
served, and to live peaceably in Baby- 
lonia, seeking its welfare. 

The Book of Daniel tells the thrilling 
adventures of four of these Jewish cap- 
tives who did seek the peace of Babylon, 
but who never forgot that their first 
allegiance was to God. These men were 
only boys when they were taken away 
from their homes and their country and 
made to live and attend school in Baby- 
lon. Part of Nebuchadnezzar’s plan was 
to bring the brains of the world to his 
capitol. Let us read Daniel 1:1-4 to 
get the background of these young men. 
The rest of this chapter tells something 
of their first days in exile, but that is 
part of next Sunday’s lesson. Today 
we are going to concentrate on a thrill- 
ing adventure of three of them. I feel 
sure that in some way the captives who 
received Jeremiah’s letter managed to 
get that message to these Jewish boys 
up at the palace. Then they also would 
have known that the captivity was go- 
ing to end in seventy years, and that 
in the meantime they were not to try 
to escape from Babylon, but to seek 
its welfare. The boys did this as far 
as possible, but nothing would induce 
them to be untrue to God. 


As we take turns in reading the verses 
of Daniel 3, let us try to picture this 
thrilling scene. Can you see this great 
assembly of leaders from all over the 
Babylonian Empire? These have been 
gathered at the command of King Nebu.« 
chadnezzar, a monarch whose slightest 
wish had to be instantly obeyed. Here 
is this great towering golden image, 
nearly one hundred feet high, the im- 
posing band with its great array of 
string and wind instruments, the herald 
with his trumpet, and a vast concourse 
of people all waiting to bow before the 
image the instant. the music started, 
These people gathered before Nebuchad- 
nezzar represent many different re- 
ligions, but at his command they are all 
to. unite in worshiping this image he 
has set up. In all that company there 
are only three who dare to disobey him. 
These young men know the penalty 
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for refusing to bow down, but their faith 
in God is so strong that they believe 
He is able to deliver them, although 
there is no -possibility of human deliv- 
erance. They know that if God does 
not’ deliver them from the flames, He 
will certainly deliver them from hell 
fire. Their words in verses 17, 18 are 
among the bravest ever spoken. How 
were they rewarded? (God did deliver 
them!) True, but He did much more 
for them than that. First, the Lord 
Jesus Himself came down and walked 
with them in the fire. Second, they 
were delivered unharmed out of the fur. 
nace. Third, they were promoted by 
the very man who had so cruelly tried 
to destroy them. God has said, “Them 
that honour me, I will honour.” He 
kept His word then, and He keeps it 
still. 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jeremiah Writes to the Captives 
(Psa. 137:1-4; Jer. 29:1, 3, 7, 12, 13) 


ODAY we will have a song (draw 
a few music notes), a letter (draw 
open scroll with simulated writing), 
and a story (draw flaming bonfire). 
First the song. (Pass out two scarfs 
or kerchiefs for headdresses.) Imagine 
you are some of the people whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s General Nebuzar-adan had 
marched off from Jerusalem across the 
deserts to faraway Babylon. How would 
you feel? (Draw two lines for river 
banks, a tree, and some lyres hanging 
on the tree.) Here come some of your 
curious neighbors to find out about you 
foreigners. They see your harps hang- 
ing in the trees. “O sing us one of your 
Jerusalem songs! Give us some music!” 
Afterward you wrote a song about it. 
Will you read that song, one of you 
taking every other verse (Psa. 137:1-4). 
Now the letter. (Have a scroll pre- 
pared with the message below. Choose 
children to represent Jeremiah, Baruch, 
the two messengers, and some Jews at 
Babylon. If the class is small, Jeremiah, 
one messenger, and one Jew will suf- 
fice. A robe or headdress for each will 
add to pupil interest. Place the scroll 
in Jeremiah’s hands and a pen in 
Baruch’s.) This is back in the time 
when the first ten thousand people had 
been taken away, but Jeremiah and 
the others were still safe at Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah is saying to the two messen- 
gers: “I have heard that you are going 
to Babylon to take a message from our 
King Zedekiah to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
Will you take this letter, too, and give 
it to our people who are there? They 
need to know what God’s plans are.” 
Who do you suppose helped Jeremiah 
write that letter? 
After many weeks of travel the mes- 
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sengers arrive. How many questions 
there were to ask and answer about 
those still at home in Jerusalem, and 
how the folks were getting along in 
this foreign land of Babylon! The let- 
ter was opened and read (let one of the 
Jews do this): “The Lord of armies, 
the. God of Israel, says this: Build 
houses and live in them. Plant gardens 
and eat from them. Marry and have 
families so you will grow in numbers. 
Keep peace and pray for your new coun- 
try. After seventy years I will bring 
you home again. You will find me when 
you look for me with all your heart.” 

There were Jewish boys from some 
of the best families being trained in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s royal school in Baby- 
lon. Their Jewish names were changed 
to heathen ones, and when they passed 
the king’s examination they were given 
positions in the government of the great 
country of Babylon. But they never 
forgot their God or His commandments. 
One day a great test came. I don’t be- 
lieve there ever were three braver fel- 
lows! (Tell the story of Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego from Daniel 3.) 
It was hard to go against all their com- 
panions, against the great king their 
boss, and to be put into the blazing fire. 
But God stood up for His faithful fel- 
lows, and the great king honored not 
only their God, but the three fellows 
were promoted to higher places. 

“Pray unto me, and I will hearken 
unto you” (Jer. 29:12, Memory Verse). 
That was in Jeremiah’s letter to the 
prisoner Jews in Babylon. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego listened to 
God’s commands and did what He 
wanted. They found that He listened 
to their prayer, and His Word stood 
firm: “The just shall live by his faith” 
(Hab. 2:4). “The Lord is my. strength 
. .. my heart trusted in him, and I am 
helped” (Psa. 28:7). Have you, like 
Jeremiah, and Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, had some hard places where 
the Lord has helped you? Post up our 
Memory Verse for this week’s reminder, 
and you will know how to get help. 
Next time we will hear about another 
brave young fellow in Babylon, a pal 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 


He had: his troubles, too, and prayed, - 


and got help. 
Orono, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD’S people had disobeyed Him. 

They had worshiped false make- 
believe gods which were not gods at 
all. God will not stand for disobedience. 
Disobedience is sin. And God hates sin. 
So God had allowed an enemy country 
to take away almost all of His people 
out of their own land to the land of 
the enemy. There, in that land, their 
conquerors expected them to worship 
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the false make-believe gods of that land. 
This God’s people had done back in their 
own land. But now, when they were 
required to worship gods with eyes that 
could not see, gods who had ears that 
could not hear, gods who had hands 
but could not feel—gods that were made 
of wood and stone—then God’s people 
became homesick for their own land. 


Instead of using their musical harps 
to sing lovely songs of praise “to God, 
they hung them on the willow trees. 
Instead of being happy, they sat and 
cried. (Read Psa. 137:1-6.) So God 
sent them a message by His prophet, 
Jeremiah. He said, “Don’t sit and cry. 
It won’t do any good. You will be in 
that foreign land for a long, long time 
[seventy years]. Build houses for your- 
selves to live in. Plant gardens so you 
will have good food to eat. Pray for 
the city in which you are living.” 

Oh, how sorry God’s people were that 
they had disobeyed! How homesick they 
were for their own land! Surely they 
must have been very, very sorry for 
their sin. But no mattter how sorry 
they were, it was too late now. God had 
pleaded with them before to serve Hjm 
only. And they had failed to obey. Now 
they would have to be punished severely 
for their sin. 

One day the king of the enemy land 
did an awful thing. He made a great 
image of gold. Some think that the 
gold was from the beautiful Temple in 
Jerusalem where God’s people had wor- 
shiped Him. After the king made the 
image he commanded that the men 
should all bow down and worship the 
image. Imagine worshiping a golden 
image that could not see or hear or feel 
or speak or move! But God’s people 
had often worshiped such images, you 
remember. 

So, at the sound of loud music every- 
one bowed down and worshiped the 
golden image. Well, almost everyone 
worshiped it. But three young men— 
three of God’s people—refused to bow 
down. The servants of the king brought 
the three men to the king and told him 
that they had not obeyed the king. The 
king said: “How dare you to disobey 
me? You will be given another chance. 
The next time you hear the music, you 
must worship the image. If you do not, 
I will throw you into the fiery furnace.” 

The young men replied: “The God 
in whom we believe is able, if He wishes, 
to keep us out of the fiery furnace. But 
if not, we want you to know, O king, 
that we will not serve your gods nor 
worship the golden image which you 
have set up.” 

How angry this made the king! He 
commanded that his servants make a 
hotter fire than had ever been built. 
Then, when it was roaring hot, the king’s 
servants carried the young men and 
threw them into the fire. The fire was 
so hot that when the servants got near 
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it, after throwing the men into it, they 
themselves were burned and killed. 
The proud king walked down to look 
into the fire. And do you know what 
he saw? Instead of the bodies of the 
three young men lying in the flames, all 
three of them were walking around! 
And not only were there three—there 


were four! - And the Bible tells us that 
the fourth one was “like the Son of 
God.” 


The king commanded that the men 
come out. And they walked out per- 
fectly safe. Not only were they not 
burned, but there was not even the smell 
of smoke on their clothes! Just as the 
young men had said, their God—the true 
and living God of Heaven—could and 
did take care of them. 

And the same God who took care of 
His children .in the long ago is the same 
today as He was then. He still loves 
to walk and talk and care for those 
who love Him and who honor Him. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 583) 

1. Daniel and Ezekiel. 

2. Daniel moved among the rulers, 
while Ezekiel sat among the captives. 

3. The Chebar (Ezek. 1:1). 

4. On the whole, very mild treatment, 
with increasing liberty. 

5. The captives were likened to good 
figs, while those remaining in Judah 
were likened to bad figs (Jer, 24). 

6. It has come to be proverbial of sor- 
row and despair. 

7. The note of confession and repent- 
ance. 

8. Paul and Silas (Acts 16:25). 

9. They refused to bow down before 
the golden image which he had erected. 

10. Their faith in God, and their de- 
termination to die rather than be un- 
true. 

E_muurst, ILL, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 7 


1. Lessons from Bible Poets 
(Song of Sol. 8:6, 7; Luke 1:46-55; Psa. 1) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OR four Sundays we are to consider 
topics that are particularly suitable 
for out-of-doors meetings. If plans can 
be made to meet by a stream, in a garden, 
or in a park, or around a campfire, these 
meetings can be very effective and mem- 
orable. Care must be exercised, how- 


ever, to prevent, as far as possible, dis- 
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tractions or interruptions. It will be 
necessary to make certain that some of 
your number be made responsible for 
checking the location to determine if 
permission is required, whether or not 
insect pests will be encountered, if suit- 
able seating can be arranged, and if fire- 
wood is available if needed. You will 
need to consider whether hymnbooks 
will be needed, or if hymns are well 
known enough to be sung from memory. 
And you will want to make sure that 
someone in the group can lead the sing- 
ing if unaccompanied, or if some musi- 
cal instrument, such as an accordion, 
cornet, or violin, or even a portable or- 
gan will be available. Neglect of these 
details can cause embarrassment and de- 
lays and can defeat the whole spirit of 
the outdoor meeting. Be sure to have an 
understanding with the whole group as 
to what will be done in case of rain. 
And by all means make your plans so 
that members of your group will not be 
prevented from returning to your church 
for the evening service, or you will meet 
with justifiable criticism. 
ye 

In preparing for this first topic in the 
series of four on “Lessons from Great 
Sources,” you will want to use an Amer- 
ican Standard Version of the Bible, be- 
cause the King James Version does not 
show the Bible poetry in its poetic form, 
Bible poetry, like some Oriental poetry 
today, differs from much of our modern 
English verse in that it does not rhyme, 
and there may not even be a regular re- 
currence of long and short syllables or 
feet. There is, however, a strong rhyth- 
mical tendency that results in lines of 
nearly the same number of words or 
word-groups, and the lines usually end 
at a break in the sense. 
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one line being @choed in the next. Sev- 
eral different kinds of parallelism may be 
found in Bible poetry: 

Synonymoyps parallelism repeats the 
thought of the first line in the second, as, 
for example, Genesis 4:23 and Psalm 22: 
20. This latter example shows also the 
value of this form in enabling Bible 
students to interpret ambiguous words. 

Progressive parallelism expresses in 
the second line a new idea, but one re- 
lated to the idea in the first. Job 3:17 is 
an example. 

Climactic parallelism is revealed in a 
form in which the characteristic words 
are repeated and form a ladder on which 
the thought climbs to completion or to 
emphatic reiteration. An example is 
Psalm 29:3 to 9. 

Antithetic parallelism makes _ the 





100 BOXES FINEST 
SCRIPTURE-TEXT 


CHRISTMAS 


CARDS 


AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
RUSH YOURSELF, CLUB OR ORGANIZATION. 
COUPON OTHER FAST MONEY-MAKERS. 
For SAMPLES on approval 


| Dept. R-18 Clinton, Mass. 

; PS RFESIE EE Sere re 3 Rte / | 
ES MS ee ee Par | 

Tiny ateyenenennseenennnne seminal 





Family devotions that work! 


We'd be lost without THE CHRISTIAN PAR- 

ENT for our daily family devotions with our 

six kiddies," a mother writes. . 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT also provides professional 
guidance in all areas of family li fiving. 





The chief characteristic of Hebrew Monthly. $3 per year. Sample free. 
poetry is parallelism, the sentiment of The Christian Parent, BoxeSS, lian’, 8 1H. 
WwW 

WIN Spokane : Providence 

Al. WASHINGTON ° RHODE ISLAND 

NATION _eivic > WAR MEMORIAL 

cHOol AUDITORIUM ; AUDITORIUM 

Oct. 5-6-7 : Oct. 26-27-28 


QNS 


ATING 
CELEBR' INIVERSARY 





Identical Programs at Both Conventions 


MM 3 Days * 8 Sessions - 


60 Workshops 


TO REGISTER, OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 


USE HANDY COUPON BELOW 











| 
Dept. ST 7 
| PLEASE SEND ME INFORMATION 
} ABOUT... PLEASE PRINT 
| 0 Spokane oO Providence Add, 
: C Details on special tiain via " 
Yellowstone Park City , State. 
0 Enclosed is $2.00 for my regis- 
| tration fee. . Home Church 


a Tohitelalel ml lileloh Mm Iaslele] Me Ut telalelilels 





Dearborn, Chicago 5 












590 (14) * 


thought more clear by contrast as in 
Matthew 8:20: 

The foxes have holes, 

The birds of the air have .nests; 

But the Son of man hath not where to 

lay his head. 

Comparative parallelism explains the 
thought by something else that is fam- 
iliar, as in Psalm 42:1: 

As the hart panteth after the water 


brooks, 
So panteth my soul after thee, O God. 


ve 
Wordsworth, in his Preface to “Lyrical 
Ballads,” defines poetry as “the sponta- 
neous overflow of powerful feelings: it 
takes its origin from emotions recollected 
in tranquillity.” Therefore you will 
find the poets of the Bible, under the 
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inspiration of the Holy Spirit, crying out 
in times of great emotional stress, such as 
the triumphal odes that tell of God’s de- 
liverance (Exod. 15); Psalms of penitence 
and forgiveness (Psas, 32 and 51); songs 
of mourning, such as David’s lament over 
Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam. 1); and the 
lament over Judah’s defeat and the dev- 
astation of the land by the enemy (Psas. 
60 and 74). 

Mary’s “Magnificat” and Simeon’s 
“Nunc Dimittis” in Luke 2 are expres- 
sions of high spiritual exaltation and de- 
votion. One of the oldest books in the 
Bible, Job, is in semidramatic poetic 
form, with regular alternation of speak- 
ers throughout. The Song of Solomon, 
a beautiful love poem showing Christ’s 
love for the Church, also follows this 
form of alternate speakers. 

Have different members of your group 
read short excerpts from a number of 
Bible poems and point out the way in 
which the poetic expression intensifies 
the thought. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


The Peril of Self-Deception 
(Continued from page 581) 


spent, that sin-stained souls may be 
cleansed, and weary lives may be rested, 
and into the hearts of men may come 
the peace of Christ. “Judge me, O Lord.” 
“And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting” 
(Psa. 139:24). 


ye 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Message of Christianity. By Peter 
H. Monsma. (Bookman Associates, New 
York 10; $2.75.) The Professor of Bible 
at Grove City College is here endeavor- 
ing to present a case for Christianity 
that will appeal to, and convince mod- 
ern minds. He begins by defining re- 
ligion as the adjustment to reality as 
a whole, and then sets out to show that 
the Christian faith provides the most 
adequate adjustment. 

There is much that is stimulating and 
helpful in Dr. Monsma’s presentation. 
He is very evidently genuinely con- 
cerned that men should commit them- 
selves to Christ, and know the joy of 
the forgiveness of sins, and of the new 
life that He imparts. But in the author’s 
commendable endeavor to reach those 
who may have intellectual difficulties, 
he makes unnecessary concessions to 
them. Dr. Monsma is apparently not 
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even ready to take a clear-cut position 
as to the authorship of the Sermon on 
the Mount. In this regard he says, “To 
me it seems a closely knit, logically 
and rhetorically well-ordered unit. 
Someone seems to have given much 
thought to its construction and content. 
Perhaps it was Jesus Himself, for cer- 
tainly it is worthy of His genius” (pp. 
21, 22). Speaking of Christ’s baptism, 
he says, “He now definitely knew him- 
self as the Son of God, and had com- 
mitted himself to the special mission 
to which he felt God had called him” 
(p. 23). He apparently is not sure 
whether Genesis 2 and 3 is really his- 
tory, in the usual sense of that term (p. 
31). Worse yet, he claims that the view 
that good works have no direct saving 


value, and that they are rather an ex- | 


pression of the new life which comes 
through faith, represents a misunder- 
standing of Paul’s teaching! (p 44.) In 
this connection, the jacket of the book 
says that ““The Message of Christianity’ 
holds that man is saved by goodness 
as well as divine grace.” He seems to 
identify the Kingdom exclusively with 
the church (Chap. VID), 

The book is thus seen_to be a strange 
mixture of much that is warmly evangel- 
ical with strange teachings that would 
lead a person away from the truth as 
it is in Christ. It is thus disqualified 
from accomplishing the very purpose 
which the author seems to have had in 
mind—that of confirming the validity 
of the Christian faith, 


Biographical Preaching for Today. By 
Andrew W. Blackwood. (Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $3.) 
The book fulfills the aim and purpose 
stated in this opening paragraph of the 
preface—“This book deals with the most 
interesting persons I know anywhere: 
men'‘and women of the Bible, not in- 
cluding our Lord. Every chapter aims 
to encourage and help the most impor- 
tant men of our time: ministers of today 
and tomorrow.” Beginning with the 
needs of the man who is an alien to the 
church, the book then advances to the 
varying needs of those within its circle: 
the nominal member, young people, and 
the special occasions that continually 
arise. Then, in connection with the whole 
church program in the future, the author 
shows, in the first half of the book, the 
perennial value and adaptability of bio- 
graphical preaching. In the second half 
of the book, he points out the procedure 
of some of the masters in this field, both 
past and present, with a practical ap- 
plication of their methods to present 
times and situations. Concentrated at- 
tention is given to the proper use of 
imagination and principles of prepara- 
tion in connection with the biographical 
approach. A chapter on presentation, 
showing how to evaluate properly the 
sermon and* adapt it for the best re- 
sults, is also very ably treated. A final 
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chapter has to do with the promotion of 
Bible reading in the home. 

Many good illustrations of good bio- 
graphical sermons appear in these pages, 
both from the pen of the author and 
other noted men, along with appropriate 
suggestions of procedure. The author 
customarily writes on the seminary 
level, for the man in a city church, and 
this book is no exception; but it is 
bound to prove heipful to every preacher 
who seeks to improve his biographical 
preaching. 

An objectionable feature is the fre- 
quent use of quote’ from notorious Lib- 
erals. That always leaves a bad taste 
in the evangelical mouth, while not 
necessarily detracting from the ex- 
pressed purpose of the book. The format 
and mechanical aspects measure up to 
the high standards of this publishing 
house, 


The Practical Epistle of James. By 
Frank E. Gaebelein. (Doniger and 
Raughley, Inc., Great Neck, N. Y., $1.50.) 
There are here ten “studies in applied 
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Christianity,” which give us a rather 
full and unusual exposition of the whole 
Epistle. It is a convenience to have 
the full text of the Book of James given 
at the outset. 

Dr. Gaebelein believes the author was 
a brother of our Lord, and makes an 
interesting comparison between the Ser- 
~mon on the Mount and the Epistle. 
James has been neglected, but Dr. Gaeb- 
elein shows that it has a vital message 
for us in these days of loose thinking. 
He deals with the hard passages as well 
as the plain ones, and gives reasonable, 
Scriptural explanations. He does not 
attempt to outline the Letter, but pre- 
sents its teachings under ten subjects, 
such as “Trial and Endurance,” “The 
Origin of Strife.” Particularly helpful 
are his chapters on “Faith and Works,” 
“Tongue Control,” and “Healing and 
Prayer.” 

Dr. Gaebelein’s style is always lucid 
and correct, and he illustrates his points 
with classical allusions and several good 
anecdotes. This eleventh volume from 
his pen provides good devotional read- 
ing and will be helpful to all who teach 
or preach from the Book of James. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book. By Elsie 
E, Egermeier. (The Warner Press, An- 
derson, Ind., $3.95.) A blessing that 
should be in every home where there 
are children is a good book of Bible 
stories, and Egermeier’s has long been 
a favorite. A new edition has just been 
issued in strikingly beautiful format. 
There is the same clear and simple lan- 
guage, with the stories told in short 
and vivid sentences, but there are more 
of them than before, some of the longer 
ones being rewritten into two or more 
stories, 312 in all. More conversation is 
introduced in some of them. The entire 
Bible is covered in chronological order, 
and Scripture reference is given for 
each story. The entire work is faithful 
to the Word of God. It is ideal for 
reading aloud, and it will give the child 
an introduction to the Bible and some 
understanding of its message as a whole. 

The pictures are excellent and profuse, 
179 full page illustrations, 64 of them 
being in beautiful colors. There are 
four Animated Maps of the Old and 
New Testament. The binding in bright 
and attractive coloring is durable and 
washable, 


Israel and the New Covenant. By 
Roderick Campbell. (Presbyterian and 
Reformed Pub. Co., Philadelphia 7; 
$3.75.) Writing like a trained theologian, 
Mr. Campbell, a Christian businessman, 
discusses, among other subjects, Theoc- 
racy and Revelation, The Historical 
Covenants, Law and Grace, Time and 
Eternity, New Heavens and a New Earth, 
The Sure Word of Prophecy, and, The 
Assurance of Victory. In this analysis 
of the source, the significance, and the 
predicted ultimate success of. the Chris- 
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tian faith, the author seeks to show the 
nature of the New Covenant and how 
it has found, and is destined to find, 
fulfillment. The book indicts the church 
for her failure to function according to 
her diyine call and commission, as a 
contrast is drawn between what God 
intends and what man thus far has 
attained. For all the learning displayed 
in these pages—and there is consider- 
able, both by way of the author’s own 
comments and full footnotes quoting 
other writers—there is lacking any sym- 
pathetic appreciation or acceptance of 
dispensational doctrines. Mr. Camp- 
bell believes that this present age of 
grace has fulfilled, and is fulfilling, 
prophecies that many Bible-believers 
hold to be strictly futuristic. The book 
will be, therefore, a source of delight 
to those of amillennial and postmillen- 
nial persuasion; but, it will be a cause 
of disappointment to the premillennial- 
ist. However,.the work is challenging, 
and, in many aspects, illuminating. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessoms, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 1 to 7 


Mon.—Psalm 137:1-6. Mourning Exiles. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “By the rivers of 
Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we 
wept, when we remembered Zion.” A 
dull ear to God’s call means.a sore heart 
later on. The way of disobedience to 
God is always the way to the place of 
weeping. The law of sowing and reap- 
ing operates in every life. If we sow 
righteousness we shall have peace, but 
if we sow the seed of neglect of God, 
we shall soon know the fruit of our 
doings. Pray for The Sunday School 
Times staff and writers. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 29:1, 2, 4-13. 
Advice to the Exiles. 


Prayer Succestions: “Seek the peace 
of the city whither I have caused you 
to be carried away eaptives, and pray 
unto the Lord for it: for in the peace 
thereof shall ye have peace.” Obedience 
to the will of God stands over against 
the advice of the ungodly for us, as it 
did for exiles in Babylon. We must 
choose whom we will obey, God or de- 
luded man. Praying for the peace of 
the city of Babylon was for exiles a 
difficult act of obedience, but blessings 
waited upon that expression of faith. 
Do you pray for your government? Pray 
for your nation every day. 


Wed.—Daniel 3:1-7. 
A King Commands Idolatry. 


Prayer Succestions: “Worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar-the 
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THIS BOOK MAY BE HAD 


without nioney cost 


for only THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $1 each. This offer applies to subscribers in the United 
States only. 


THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 
by Edgar Ainslie 


Because of the keen interest 

of readers, the series of stud- 

ies in the Book of Revelation 

published in The Sunday 

School Times has been 

brought out in book form, 
‘to sell for $2. 





Readers of the series have said: 


“They are so helpful in understand- 
ing this ‘Book of Mystery.” 


“Have been a rich blessing to us, 
and serve to help us understand the 
prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Especially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 





“Am hoping that you will offer the whole series in book form so that your 
readers may beable to obtain it in convenient form for rereading and study.” 





HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 
U.S.A. dollars). 


In what better way could you show your regard and thought- 
fulness to a number of acquaintances than by making it possible 
for them to receive the TIMES? 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 18-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
yéur copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on’ the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 


(We are sorry, but because of foreign customs restrictions this book 
offer is limited to those residing in the United States and its possessions.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


325 North 13th Street . . ’ 
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king hath set up.” “Bow or burn” was 
the alternative offered the people of 
Babylon. What would you decide if 
you were told to renounce publicly 
Christ or face the firing squad? Would 
you choose to be the slaves of liberty 
or to take the martyr’s crown? (Read 
Rev. 13:16, 17; 14:9-12.) Pray for Chris- 
tian steadfastness that you need today 
for pursuing godliness, 


Thurs.—Daniel 3:8-12. 
Jewish Exiles Accused. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These men, O 
king, have not regarded thee: they serve 
not thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up.” Chris- 
tian, you are in a hostile land. The 
wicked watch you and hope to find you 
“in wrong” with your soul’s enemies, 
You always will need “the whole armour 
of God” and especially the weapon of 
all prayer. Fiery trials you shall have, 
for “all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution”; but the 
gloyious fruitage—the salvation of God 
—wiil be your portion. Pray for bold- 
ness in testimony for your Lord, 


Fri.—Daniel 3:13-18. The King Defied. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up.” Are you will- 
ing to stake your life on the testimony 
of the Son of God? The three Hebrew 
children accepted the fiery furnace in 
preference to disobeying the command- 
ment of God. They feared God so much 
that they gladly defied the world’s great- 
est despot. Is God’s will supreme in 
your life? Pray for courage to say an 
emphatic No to calls to disobey God, 


Sat.—Daniel 3:19-23. 
Into the Fiery Furnace. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “These three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell 
down bound into the midst of the burn- 
ing fiery furnace.” Dr. Charles G, 
Trumbull: used to make much of the 
words, “Yielded their bodies, that they 
might not serve nor worship any god, 
except their own God” (v. 28). He used 
to tie these words up with Romans 12:1. 
Here is the very gist of the victorious 
life. Does Christ have your body? If 
He does not have your body, He does 
not have all of you for His service. 
Pray for willingness to make the sac- 
rifice of your body to Him, 


Sun.—Daniel 3:24-30. 
£ Divine Déliverance, 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “God ... de- 
livered his servants that trusted in 
him.” God will save everyone that 
trusts in Him. All martyrs are be- 
yond the rage and power of the 
Devil forever. The faithful triumph 
even though they die. The upright 
have the dominion in the morning. It 
pays to obey God. Pray for mission- 
aries in lands hostile to the Gospel, 
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